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CHEISTTANITY AND FELLENIC CULLURE

Ladies and Gentlemens

I do not profess any expertise ln the subjecth
which I am sbout to discuss because my everyiday activi-
ties are not directly velated to 1t. I have never
devobed any exténsive or intensive efforl to stuéyithe
neaning of Christianity and Hellenic fulture. Therefore,
I feel somewhat embarrassed to undertake o address you
on the unlgue educaticnal genius of the undying influ-
ehce of the Greek spirit and our Christisn fazith through-
out the ages. In fact, as I am trying to fimd some words
to thank our parish for the honor to ask me to speak here
tonight, I cannot fail but remember a cartoon that I saw

Eey

a few years ago in one of the I

was a fellow who Just regelived |

physiecs aiter na

v years of study at MIT.

with his pavents out of the auditoriuw where the gradua-
tion ewxercises tock place ahd he was saying, "Mother and
father, I really do appreciate everybhing you have done
for me and 211 the hardships you sulfered o see me

through school. From now oh, any dquestions you may have

on nuclear physics, please do not hesitate to call on me,”
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Well, Father Christon and members of fhe Board,
thank you very much for your kind invitatlon to speak on
Chpistianity and Hellenic Culbure. I you have any gues-

¢ions regarding nuclear reactors. please do not hésigate
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However, in spite of my shortcomings,

It

an individual who was bO?n} inighé presenceQ_Gf the
Parthenon, second a8 & ﬁhristiaﬁguaéé éhiﬁ&mas an indlv-
idual who has spent most of his life in school, I do have
a responsiblility to be concernsd about our privileged
spiritual and intellectual heritage which ig reflected in
the Christian and the Helleniec Ideals., T would. therefore,
iike Lo discuss the subject briefly from these three
standpoints, in an effort to emphasize 1ts unigue and

living relévance to our gociety.
THE GREEK IDELL

The Oreek Ideal, or the Greek Paideia as Plato
calls it, or the Christisn Paideia as Gregory of Nyssa
callsg it, or the Hellenic Culture as it is known today,
are all synonymous and very broad terms. They describe
the noblest of the human endeavors, the full development
of the inbtellect of the individual, and they are inclu-

sive of such contemporary expressions &s civilization,



‘ition, eduestlon, llberstu

shoub The ages

More precisely, in ancient times, the CGreek

Ideal had ag ibs primary objective Lhe eudaeimonis of Ehe

npscusen” Uit 8

ity of The ing peialot:ie

is aehieved Uiy

Life of acbiviby
in acdeordence with rezson, pkil@u@@by and broad and deep
interests in the arts, the letlers, poetry and the study

of nature, Generslly, eudaimonia is achileved when the

individusl develops an inguiglilve mind and raises and
atbempts to answer difficult questlions such as: Who am

17 Wrere am I going? Why aw I here? How dld I appear?

2t do I see in my ehvirconment? How should I behave

with regard to my Tellow men? What are my scelal respon-

What depends on my own free will? and many

Q.

gld cuestions,

It is evident that 1t ig impossgible for me t0
even attempt to outline the answers the anclient Greeks
gave to these questions. The reagon is not only because
the inististors of cur Western Civilization gave answers fto

many questions. The reason is not only hecause the

founders of tyranny, aristocracy, wonarchy, copmunism and
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aslves with many problems which

the human mind
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ceg of Homer and

1

posbry of Archilochos

golentific philosophy of Thelew, Aneximsndrus, Aneryimenis
and Democritus we could easily spend hours and hours in
order Lo comprehsrd the mearning of their work, de gould
make it a lifetime's effort to understand the tﬁoagﬁt of the

Orphics, or the Pythagoreans, or the Sophist philosophevs.

We need indeed tlme and deep study to familiarize cursclives

with the Greek tragedies and the minds of their authors

Le and abehit
and Pheldia. We need compebence and scholarship to
anglyze the thoughts of Plaﬁoﬁ Aristotle, the Stolces, the
- 8keptics and the Eplcureans. We indeed could wribe dia-
tribes and disguigitions in our attempt to elucidate the
dialectic method of Socrates or the polibical and soecial’

struggles of the ancient Greeks.
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a short perioc

Neverthelesg, there are certailn imporitant abbrib-

utes of Hellende Culbure which I must empbasize:

1. Thne Tirst attribute is the richness, bthe forcefulness

dnd the clarity of the Greek langusge. There 18 no obher

language in the World, with the exception of French

N £

during the 17th century}whibh achleved such & higg degree
of development as the ancient Gresk language. The reason
is that aneienﬁ Grecks possessed such fertile, creative,
apd ilmaginative mindsg, they were concerned aboub such a
large variety of subjects and they had such a genuine
desire fo answer go many scleéentifice quesﬁioné that they

needed to perfect their meznz of expression to a degree

whiclh: left no room for ambliguicty. The needed to develop
their language to g level of ele znd concepbual

diversity which would allow tliem to communicabte the most
involved religlous, political, sccial, medical, artistic,
literary, sclentific or any other type of thought lucidliy
and conecisely. “The Greeks had & word for it" not only

because they loved to engage in disqguisitions pertaining

to themselves, to thelr environment and thelr origin and fate
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lenceenteic nations. il L return B

2. Tre second important aspect of Hellenie Culture is the

varienv, spontaneity, versstility and

kS

varestrlictzd fresdom

ught theh it repregentsa.

of ta

ient (Gresks, an

individual does notgﬁlly need | jaxth in order to begin his

spcy Lo proguerity and ¥ vinesg bub also knowledpe.

viedge, of course, 18 consigtent with the inbellec~

tugl development and 1t is acgiired through education.

andé deepest sen

of the woprd,

iz the central theme of Hellenic Cuiture and it is conceived
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ways and to ereate hisboric intellectual monumentd ranging
from the mythologic cosmogony of Heslod, o the ex&ligtion
of the mind by Plato, to the mysticism of the Pythagoreans,
to the sensual Interpretation of Nature by the Epicureans

and to the everlastinglogic of Aristoble.
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Thia historical faech 1z of grest o wesber

man who stdll idves in

pep freom 411 other sslatlc, african
or orientsl civilissbions., I wish I had mers time to

velabor the polnt Heverthelegs, it will

toal didegy-

sulfice G0 vegsll one of the recént arehaevis

ries, Specificully, it hes besn recently proven that the

Greek civilization ig of Semitic origin. The Minolc civii-
ization of Enoesos was created by Semites who came ILrom
Egnt to Crete, However, when this civilizstion was trans-
ferred to NMycenae by Uhe Mycemeaﬁ invaders of C?etég it

began to chanze form and to rid itsell of its Semétic

ancestry. In partlcular, it freed ltself of all precon-

celved bearylers. QOn the contrary, the Semites that went

Lo Foleghine

This

Ehe group was the first to

gue (od and dbout the Tules that povern

exigterice of a unl
the soclial aspects of man's life and his relation to God,
Mogt of their ideas in this regard we use still today.
Howéve?¢ the Jewish people were in a sense one-sided,
They built into thelr mental attitudes reéstrictions which
forbade them from broadening thelir oubtlook cutside the

realm of sthics. The Greeks liberasted Lhemselves of all
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barriers from the very beginning of thelir de

thus succeeded fto revolubionize the history of markind,

The Greeks recognized no obstecles to originality and creas-

tivity and thus begueathed to us the values of classical
antigquity which still remain timeless sources of inspira-
tion,

An Ilmmediate consgeguéence of this great achieve-
ment is thdt anybody who 1s bruly initiated in ;ts teach-
Ings neceSsgarily acouires similar gualities. He feels the
urge to ascend intellectually, Lo work creatively‘and Lo
emphasize not only the msterial gzoods of life butgprimarily
the offgprings of the mind. This i1s the reason why
Hellenic Culture remains immortal during the past 3,000
years and will remain Immortal, Ibs very concepbion
includes explicitly all the elements of self-evolution

gince it calls for an active participation in its ideals

i

rEth wast laurelis,

" Lhan a pass;ve adoption of its -
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3. The third characteristic of Hellenic Culbtuve is its
historical value, This historical value does not stem
only from the fact that in the ancient documents we find
names and dates related to the events of the period., It=s

megnificence lies in the réalization thalt our own way of

thinking began with Greece. Awareness of Greek history
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education or peidela, ap & wesns o a

The niztory of froecs

pation vut of a groupg

inbellectnally we belong, becasuse our history

e, Trhet is why we always reburn to Gresce. To be

sure, our reburn to Greede, our pontaneous renswsl of 1ts

influénce does not mesa that by seknowled the zrestress
cof the Greeks we have glven them an unabu;lehgeable

authority cver us. On the contrary, we always return to

Greece because she fulfills gome need of our own 11

thovzn this need may be different at different tines,
(@ive story of Galatela and Pygmalion)

Well, I wilil pot burde

survey of Hellenic Cu

sudaimonis

towhieh is ite primery objective, I would

W
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oniv 1like to veiterate and stress the point that this

multifaceted heritage-is not only a literary, intellectual
and historical privilege, bub, mostly, synonymoug and
demanding responsiblilities of every self-respecting human

being. These regponsibilities are bestowed on us not only

for ! geographical reasons but also for religlous reasons.
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T see thig elesrly, I will now discuss our herliage from

the point of view of Thrlstlianilty.

THE CHRISTIAM IDHAL

L

The Christinn Idesl hag gs its oblective thw

happinesss of the

bt
jurle

ndividusl, makariotis to be precise.
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In other words, the Christian ideal is the Inbellectual

and spirisual development of the individual while be Is

S
et
ot
=
i
)
4
o
e
L)
e
and
[N
%
$ods
£
v
i
h
P
“
o
2

preparing for the kingdom of
with bthe continuous el forts of every Christian to
distingulsh between the good and the evil on his own free
will and 28 his own perscnal responslibillty, and to
sporoach God through the help of the Hord of fed and the
sslvation brousht to wus by Jesus, cur lorpd., This may be

cuate descrintion of the Christiasn Fdesl but will
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suffice for my purposes,

How, the guestion is "what are the exsct
insbruments which man must use 0 schieve makaricteba™?
To answer Ghis guegtlon, we must divert Tor & moment and

look into theée first steps of ouxr faith.

After the preaching, crucifixion and resurrec-
tion of our Lord, that is, af'ter the teaching of the Word
of God and the offer of salvabion to hHumanity by the Son

of Ged, Christianity passéed through three stages of
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development which are vauvtly interwoven with Hellenlic

a -

The {irgt stage 1p the

ot

Cuibure and Greek
soresding of our religlon, the second ilg 1ts establish-

ment and the third is its flourishing, ILet us brieflly

syamine each one of these stages of development.

After the resurrection of Jesus, the Apostles
had to decide whether Christianity was a sbtrictly Jewish
religion or whether the (ospel of Jerug should be brought
to the enbive humanity. £Ab this historical moment, Paul's
opinion prevailed and it was decided that the Christian
thougnt should be conveyed to all human beings. An lmme-
diskte corzeguence of this deeision was that the teaching
and catechesis should be done in Greek. The reasons for

the cholice of the Greek langugge were many.

The first was a simple pragmatic reason. The
known worlid of the times wag the Homan Heplre creabed
through the conguest o' the empire of Alexander Ghe
Great. The conguerors occupled administratively and
politically the discrganized empire of Alexander the
Great bub were conguered by the Greek spirit. The
Romen Empire remained hellenistic in its cultural outlook

28 it had been concelved by the Macedonians., Therefore,

the Greek language was a sine poh guo tool for the

Apostles, Paventhetically, I should mention here that



vy berme of bBhe abilliy

Filuense on Wesbern

cope of my talk.

Returring teo ocur theme, I must emphasizs thab

ar & collecbion of wordsn

it wag not only the
which lead the Apostles to adoph Greek as a means Lo

commuricate the Gospel. Even more imporbtant yet weve the

wesith of the language in 1lite

ficed

2ry forms, metaphors,
categories of thought ant concepts. End certainly the

afforded by Greek and the

4 enlt et refined

idenss wibthout leaving mieh rosm for misconceptlions,

must also have been a decisive Tfactor..

Another reason for the adopblon of the Greek

o progelybizin
synagogues of the Mediverranean as8 we can deduce from the

writings of the Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria.

8till another reason was that “‘the hellenized

eople were receptive To the salvation being offered b
Ly



the Word of God., Perhaps bthis came about beeause,for a
P
period of time, the Creek Ideal had overemphasized the

powey of the intellect and thus it had left the average

individual devold of hope. The variety of philosophical
schoois that were inttlated; the emphasig of the achieve-

ments of the mind and the noveliy of the problems dig-
custed may have left the man on the street behind and may
have given him the disappointing impression that his
everyday 1life with his family and his fellowmen was of no
congequence, Thig feeling of empbtiness was being filled
by the Gospel and the sacrifice of Jesus. Thus, perhaps
the advantages and the weaknesses of the Greek tradition
made the existing menbal environment conducive to the

spreading of Christlanity.

For all these and other reasons, the kyregme of

the new failth began in Greek and an unavoldable gradual

interpenetration of the Hellenic and Christlen thoughts was

A

initizted. Of couvse, there were basle differences in the
objectives: eudalmonla vergus makorictes and simple human

mind, the "nous” of Plato, versus the Word of God.

We can follow Lhe process of gradual interpene-
tration of the two thoughts by reading the lebter of
Clement, PBishop of Rome, bo the Corinthians. This letber

i8 very revealing because It helps us understand how the



of Gree e more and

Chr &wtlan el

to the Covipthisns to cgnviice bhet

Lo vas

the manner of ancient rhetorieal art he proves Lo them by

many well chosen examples the tregic effects of party

strife apd isnres thet the Church of

Corinth dogs not ed communlity bub

part of a unlivergal whole which regulireg gn inner digei-
pline similar Lo that of the citizensg of a well orgarnized

Etnte, Clementis letter is not wreitten in

2 o

from the Oreek bradition and the recent erxperiences of the

Greeks with the Romans. The problem 1s analyzed not only
as a question of faith but also as a philosophical guestion
which pertains fo the prectical needs of everyday life,
Brotherly love and concord ave presfiented not only as God-

given blessings but alsc as meaningiul liviag experiences.
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Time doed not permit me bo pursue the analysls
of Clement's letbter any further. It suffices only to
repeat that 1t is an important historical evidence atiest-
ing to the growth of the amalgamstlon of the Greek and

Christian traditions during the end of the lst Century.

2. The next stage of development of Christian thought come
with the establishment of Christianity during the Znd émé -
3rd Cenburies. In this stage the blending, the "syrkrasis,”
of Greek and Christian Cultures became even sbronger and

more expliecit. It occurred under the following circum-

stances.

After its firvst steps, Christisnity was subjected
Lo cruel an& barbarous persecutions and wag experiencing
violent objections on behalf of the pagan majority. Chris-
tiang soon found out that it was nobt ernough for them to
tall about the magnificence of thelr falth and expect
thelr oppeﬂents to be convinced and converted. On the
contrary, the defense of Christianity had to employ philo-
gophical arguments throughout because otherwise it had no
chance of surviving even amonget those who were lending 2
sympathetic ear to its preachings. The problem had only
one solution, namely the combinatlion of the Greek phliloeso-
phical tradition with the Christian falth 1n a unigue

whele and within the ssme indlvidual. Thisg is exactly
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and hisg sbud

mi¥ing of the

Lic Toerm of Uhristisn Uhought 80 & eletianity
WaE ur

@RS TenCe,

Clement and Crigen recognized fhe expediency for

the synbthesis both from the polnt of view of survival of

Grristiarity and from the point of view of continuetion

of Hellenic thought as it had been molided by Socrates and

ers of Christisn philo-

.

broad as thabt of

Aristoble or the Stoies. It was primarily centerved around

thenlogy. For our purgoses, 1lts meaning lies not =0 much

= woy of Shinking which it

the faith and knowledge of

The mixing of the Christian rellglon znd the
Greek intellectual tradition assisted the men of the bimes
to comprehend the large number of common points which
existed between the Lwoe developments when viewed from the
standpoint of education. It became apparent that educa-
tion was bhe common denominzstor of both. The synthesils

brought to the surface for the first time the historic
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«t, 8 fact which had b

n

ely overliooked

Lion of bhe Greclk idea

aboub bhe World Shro

te bhwe Ohedat]

which ukew as sn instrunent Greel g

Trues, edueation, = o the central ideas of
k] 2

Fi o e

I but became & means
for spirvitusl ascendsnce, in accordsnce with the Word of
& ) ,

God,

In short, Clementis and Origen's synthesis did
not only aseiegt Christianity to survive and eéxpsnd n a
hostile environment but also placed the Greek thought in
its proper historical philosophical contex@Q However,

2016 necegsity, Clemert's anc

Ly Origen, The reas

ovhy wes nelilher productive nor creative and
did not emphasize the contz@ibubtiong which ought to Dbe
demanded of Greek Culture, In order to understand Chis
eriticism we must now turn to the third &tage of develop-
ment of Christian thought, namely, the pericd of flourish-

ing.
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g religion of the

vine during the 4th Cen-

tury, AL the end of the Lk Century, Ewmeror Treodoriug

idgion of the

B

svenent, however, crested gerious prob-
dlems for Christisns. To be precise, Chrisbtianitcy would
not be capesbles to live up to the responsibilities whish
ite new status entalled until it succeeded in regsolving

ity internsl dlfTerences rer

#
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Cing 1ts objectives and credo
aid until 1t could attrzet the larsé number of gdiicatad

people who were still opposing it.

The people who were still opposing the beliefs mg
Christianity were not only cultured intellecbuals but they
were also politically and socially very strong. They
represented a 1afge fraction of the elite clases so that
they could not be easily overlooked. Tﬁey were individ-

wEis with very h and they could not be

approazched with ne

Thus, Christianity had to prove that it not only
proposed o displace the idols which Society had assaéiated
with deep-rooted traditions for meny cenburies, bubt also
and mostly 8o, that the Christian Culture could offer
cause and inepiration for meamingful intellectual develop-

ment as did the existing paldeia. This task was success-

fully conironted by the giants of our Church, the Fathers
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Ohreistion ethics
in g conetruetive and ereablve hanner.
sophy which addressed ibsell to

a4 philic

mivpuel or intellestual., This

to us by the Holy Fatherse

wlified by bhelr works

&

and it has been oz
witcn are ag much religious as they ere philosophical and

iterary masterpieces of the times.

The Fathers preach that theology ls a great
seience based on cubstanding education and sbudy and on
the philosophical training of the imtellect. This science

is a part of the whole culture of the World and, in

exceptlion of Greek relliglion,

e Fathers sre not talking about a neoslassicism,

They declare that théy gre natural heips of all Greek trad-
ftions except religion and thus they trensfer this Gynamic
heritage to a2ll Christilans for further development and

sdvancement. ¥hey praise the value and challenging impor-
tance of Oreek poétry, literature, and rhelovic. They

emphagize The laaéing role that these subjects should play
in the education of youth. They restate that education is

not only the means for Intellectual development but aliso
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the method which an individual must usé Lo reach God.
The lant remark 18 & goal for every Christian and it is
dischargsd with the belp of the Holy 3plrxil but under

strichly personal responsibility.

Thig, the Ideal sf Chrigtianity 1s identified
with the Greek Ideal but under the guldance of the Word
of God, In other words, to the edifice of Greek educa-
tion, the Fathers add the study of the Holy Scriptures.
The Holy Bible is offered not @s anctber plece of liter-
ature but ag a confirmation and climax of one's spiritual

growth,

Alas, I mast again intervrupt prematurely the
snalysis of the meaning of the work of the Pathers of
our Church. Summarizing, however, let me recapitulate

that the Holy Fathers, with thelr historical awareness,

with their outs ng Hellenic educablionel background and

with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, have succeeded in
channeling Christianity into the route of everlasting
fertility. They d1d sc by means of a perfect physical

and spirituval union, by means of a perfect sympn&iag of the
Greek and Christian Ideals. This is why our priviléged
histovie, liberary, and spiritusl heritage and responsi-

pilities do not come Lo us only for geographic reasons bub

primarily because of spiritual reasons. Mekariotils, as an
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contemporary man., For this ressoi, 1 would like now §O
turn to the third part of my talk and examine our herdtage

from the point of view of golence and

go in the proper hist BETUeNCe,

transplantation of the Greek Ideal to

the Arabs. the

ought to follow fhe influenc £ the Gre
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tific srdl technieczl evolution Through the birve
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Bowsver, such B course would take me

therefore I willl proceed directly to the present.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

To some of vou it may sound superfluous that I
have chosen bto look ab our hevitage from the standpoint

of science and technology and lndeed 1t is. Basically, I



to read sbout it. Bub todsy we live in the age of super-

sonic plares, we live in bhe century of nuclesr fission
and nuclear fugion boumbe, we work and enjcy abundant
goods, we have more cars fheh roads to drive them on or

"peistar’ and we have

garages to park them in, we have
this and we have thabt, so what 1s the reléevapce of Lhe
archailc ideas bto our achlevements? Ve have developed a
pure sclentific way of thinking Which can attack any
problem from strange particles in high energy physics, Lo

the elements and sbtrucbure of living cells, to the ingre-

dients of the atmosvihere ¢f Mars, so what ig the po

caiity of Prctageras! sSophismg or of the erroneous

clusiong of the other pgeundo~selentists of antiguity to

our purposes? ete. etc.

Superficially many of these guestions are Jjusti-
fied and very often they apparentliy admit only convincing
negative answers. But let us look a2t some of these
igsues a 1ittle more carefully and as objectively as 1t

Hellenically’ possible.
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whab'ts
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exactly what the Greek Ideal teaches us not

but
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Well, many may abgue that anéient science was

not based on experiment. Ag much ss this ar
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rue, 1h nioh thet all the conclusions of

evidence that the freelr g8cier

did use experimental procedures. (For example, Demoeribus)

Another objection is that eavrly science used
unreagonable modelsg to interpret physical phenomena., BRut
what 18 the definitlon of "reasonable” in science? Is the

wave-particle nature of matter reasgonable? Ig the concept
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of temperature reasonable? Just Uhink about 1z, Ang do
not forget that mapy of the ancient models were adequste

!

For many meny cenburies.

Pergsonally, I feel that derogatory criticisms

addressed to Greek sclentific philosoephy gve s8igng eof
spallness and g wmlereprssentation of the dssue, The
dmportance of Greek sclience doeg not lie In the resulis
that were deprived bubt 1n the guestlons which were reised

¢ raised and S¢ many
answers were glven. We ghould not forgst that even

Boday, to a large extent, we express our own sclentific
discoveries in terms of a woeabulary developed by ancient

Gresis,

2. Hex

e

let us consider anctiaer cabegory of olijections
stemming from the avallability of gowods created by

technolegy. There can be no doubt that the possibilities

of modern bechnology constlitute a unlgue phenomenon in
Lhe history of mankindg. Por the Pirst bime man bas the

power Lo explore and explelf bis meterial anvironment to
produce gll the goods necessary for a comfortable 1life of
all human beings. Thils power has not been yet fully
employed. For the first time, howsver, it is available
and 1 feel certain that in a period of a few generations
two billion people will no longer be living under condi-

ticons of misery and deprivations.



Technology, however, &8s am&ziﬁg; ag humane and
as necessary ap 1t is, 10 1r not an ideal, Comparison of
Christianity and Hellenlc Culture with bLechaoclogy conmefi-
tates elther an unforgivedble confusion which represents
dgnorance of the subject or unnecesgary enthusissm
rosultling from Che intensity of the traansient period which
we are currently uvndergoeling. The dldezl of 1ife 13 not
the means that man uses to conserve and increase his
material supericoriby over the animal kingdom. The Ideal
of life is the deliberate and dlligent pursult of intellec-
tual growth., It is exactly for this reason that the
Christian~-Hellenlic Ideal 1s relevant to our soclebty even
marﬁrﬁo today than ever before. This Ideal is not incom-—
patible with technical progress. On the conbrary, it is
our &#nly hope to satisfy our spiritual and intellectual needs
and to make our life qualitativeiy different Ifrom that of

other belings,

Toe be sure, as much #s the Cﬁfis@ianwﬁallenic'
culture is relevant to our seclety, sc¢ 18 techriclopy.
Without technology., the objectives of our heritage are
enjoyed only by a fortuﬁéte few., With the possibilities

of’ technology, these objectives become avallable to

ever increasing numbers of individuals.



It
s

TP . E 5 ey &y 5 wer g &
oi’ the issue ol idesls versus technology. ‘YPhelr analysis,
. S ’ vy e s w8 o . ey e e Yoy g A S on, P A oy e g
however, convinces me ab Llesst, that bthe whole flessus ig

Il voneeived and misconstrued. I will not burden

Il

you any more 80 that 1 can leave some time for cussitions.

In concluding, let me sy that looking becx at

my presentasiion on the meoning of Christianity and Hellenic

relevance to our technoocratic sccieby.

‘”3

Culture and on thelr
I find that whatever I phd to dizcuss I could have
gsummarized 1t in a poem by the Greeck p@e%, Cavarly, The
péem is called "Ithaca™ snd in 1t the poet compares life
with Ulysses' trip Lo Ithaca., I will read you a transla-

tion of thnis poem by Dalven.



haca has glven wou &b

& beautiful vovage,
wyer have taken the road,

more Lo

And 1f you find ber poor, Ithaca has not defrauded you.
With the great wisdom you have gailned, with 8o nmich experience,
you must surely have understood by then what Ithacas mesan.



Well, my friends 17 211 the arguments which 1

o
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presented in my talk are not convinociy

te bell you bub ovne th Lot our love and devotlon

to our Christlan and Hellenic herilage become cur

Ithaca, and that of owr children, and that of our grand-

ehilidrer

d her voor, Ithaca has not de
tadom we have geined, with
understood by Lhepn what

-
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